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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 
SOCIAL  STUDIES  20:  MODULE  6 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  100  marks.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is 
stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 
Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 


Section  1  Assignment:  Factors  of  Development 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

For  each  of  the  following,  select  the  best  answer.  Circle  the  letter  of  your  choice. 

1.  For  most  countries,  one  advantage  of  economic  development  is 

A.  a  decline  in  the  number  of  stress-related  ailments 

B.  more  access  to  world  markets 

C.  better  housing  in  crowded  urban  areas 

D.  an  improved  standard  of  living 

2.  The  factor  influencing  economic  development  over  which  countries  have  the  least  amount  of 
influence  is 

A.  labour 

B.  climate 

C.  capital 

D.  government  action 

3.  The  factor  influencing  economic  development  that  is  most  likely  to  promote  rapid 
development  of  the  economy  is 

A.  a  moderate  climate 

B.  the  availability  of  labour 

C.  the  availability  of  resources 

D.  government  planning  and  action 


Social  Studies  20  -  IVIodule  6 


2 


Assignment  Booklet 


4.  Which  factor  influencing  economic  development  tends  to  hold  back  development  in  most 
developing  countries? 

A.  labour 

B.  climate 

C.  lack  of  capital 

D.  government  action 

5.  The  economic  factor  possessed  in  abundance  by  most  developing  nations  is 

A.  labour 

B.  capital 

C.  technology 

D.  infrastructure 

6.  Even  economically  developing  nations  that  have  sufficient  capital  to  develop  a  modem 
economy  may  experience  serious  development  problems  because  they 

A.  have  taboos  against  economic  modernization 

B.  are  opposed  to  improving  living  standards 

C.  lack  the  infrastructure  to  modernize 

D.  have  few  resources  to  develop 

7.  A  nation  seeking  to  exploit  its  abundant  forests  as  a  resource  may  have  to  make  difficult 
choices  between  the  protection  of  the  environment  and 

A.  urban  planning 

B.  cultural  identity 

C.  economic  development 

D.  global  interdependence 

8.  A  nation  that  chooses  to  base  its  economy  on  the  production  and  sale  of  raw  materials  faces  a 
long-term  economic  problem  because  many  raw  materials  are 

A.  highly  toxic 

B.  non-renewable 

C.  difficult  to  transport 

D.  extremely  costly  to  produce 
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Use  the  information  from  the  following  chart  to  answer  questions  9,  10,  11,  and  12. 


Country 

Area 

(in  square 
kilometres) 

Population 

Climate 

Main  Exports 

(in  order  of 
importance) 

Alpha 

500  000 

5  000  000 

tropical  rain 
forest  and 
savanna 

forest  products, 
bauxite,  emeralds 

oeta 

50  000 

3  000  000 

desert 

oil,  natural  gas, 
refined  petroleum 
products 

Theta 

75  000 

9  000  000 

mid-latitude 
climate 

electronic  goods, 

technology, 
machine  tools 

Omega 

225  000 

40  000  000 

monsoon 

clothing  and 
textiles,  tea,  toys, 
novelty  items 

9.   The  country  that  would  be  least  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  the  world  commodity  markets 
would  be 

A.  Alpha 

B.  Beta 

C.  Theta 

D.  Omega 

10.  The  country  that  would  be  most  subject  to  the  economic  influence  of  geography  would  be 

A.  Alpha 

B.  Beta 

C.  Theta 

D.  Omega 

1 1 .  The  non-industrialized  countries  on  the  verge  of  industrialization  would  most  likely  be 

A.  Alpha  and  Beta 

B.  Beta  and  Theta 

C.  Theta  and  Alpha 

D.  Omega  and  Theta 
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The  country  with  a  high  per  capita  income  but  a  poorly  developed  infrastructure  would  most 
likely  be 

A.  Alpha 

B.  Beta 

C.  Theta 

D.  Omega 

In  Activity  3  of  this  section,  you  were  introduced  to  the  imaginary  country  of  Myland  and  its 
recent  find  of  iron  ore.  You  were  provided  with  a  map  and  a  variety  of  information  about 
Myland.  Now,  you  have  been  given  the  task  of  designing  a  strategy  to  develop  Myland' s 
iron  ore. 

a.    Identify  possible  problems  for  each  of  the  following: 

•  geographic  factors 

•  infrastructure 

•  political  factors 

•  social  factors 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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b.    Offer  possible  solutions  for  the  problems  that  you  identified. 
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Section  2  Assignment:  Case  Studies 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

Your  assignment  for  this  section  is  to  write  a  newspaper  editorial.  Most  sections  of  a  newspaper 
are  concerned  with  reporting  what  happened.  The  editorial  page  of  every  newspaper,  however, 
gives  the  opinions  and  ideas  of  various  people.  A  good  editorial  will  do  the  following: 

•  Start  with  a  summary  of  actions  or  events. 

•  Examine  these  critically,  either  to  praise  them,  to  argue  against  them,  or  perhaps  do  a  little 
of  each. 

•  Propose  something  else  that  should  have  been  done  or  should  be  done  in  the  future. 

•  Explain  why  these  proposals  will  work  better. 

Follow  these  steps  when  you  write  your  editorial.  You  are  to  choose  either  question  1  or  2  to 
respond  to.  You  will  be  marked  on  the  following: 

•  discussion  and  analysis  of  topic 

•  defence  of  position  or  proposal 

•  quality  of  language  and  expression 

•  organization 

Remember,  do  either  question  1  or  2. 

1.  The  province  of  Alberta  is  rich  with  resources  such  as  oil,  good  farmland,  and  forests.  The 
government  of  Alberta  tries  to  interest  people  from  both  inside  and  outside  Alberta  to  invest 
in  the  development  of  these  resources. 

In  the  late  1980s,  a  number  of  Japanese,  American,  and  Canadian  groups  announced  plans  to 
build  several  pulp  and  paper  mills  in  northern  Alberta.  Some  people  have  seen  these  projects 
as  being  hazardous  to  the  environment,  others  as  a  boon  for  the  economy.  Many  see  them  as  a 
combination  of  these  two  viewpoints. 

Write  a  newspaper  editorial  that  examines  the  issue  of  development  of  the  pulp  and  paper 
mills  in  Alberta.  Assess  both  the  potential  problems  and  benefits,  based  on  your  knowledge 
of  development  and  its  consequences.  State  a  clear  opinion  on  what  you  think  should  be 
done.  You  may  want  to  draw  comparisons  to  development  in  Brazil  or  India. 

2.  Write  a  newspaper  editorial  examining  economic  development  in  either  Brazil  or  India. 
Assess  both  the  successes  and  failures  of  economic  development,  and  describe  a  policy  that 
would  bring  the  most  future  benefits  to  the  country. 

There  is  space  provided  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page. 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  3  Assignment:  Global  Economic  Interdependence 


Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 


1.  The  interdependent  nature  of  human  societies  is  caused  in  part  by  economically  de\ eloped 
countries  depending  on  economically  developing  countries  for 

A.  foreign  aid 

B.  a  trade  balance 

C.  trading  partners 

D.  raw  materials  and  markets 

2.  Money  owed  by  one  nation  to  international  banks  or  to  the  governments  of  other  nations  is 
referred  to  as 

A.  foreign  debt 

B.  national  debt 

C.  balance  of  trade 

D.  balance  of  payments 

3.  The  lending  of  money  by  economically  developed  countries  to  economically  developing 
countries  has  tended  to  increase  global  economic 

A.  neutrality 

B.  nationalism 

C.  independence 

D.  interdependence 

4.  What  is  the  term  used  to  describe  basic  export  items  such  as  unprocessed  agricultural  or 
mineral  products? 

A.  inputs 

B.  tariffs 

C.  commodities 

D.  trade  balance 

5.  A  major  problem  faced  by  "one-crop"  economies,  such  as  that  represented  by  Sudan's  cotton 
industry,  is 

A.  a  lack  of  storage  facilities 

B.  a  disorganized  infrastructure 

C.  the  seasonal  demand  for  crops 

D.  fluctuations  in  commodity  prices 


places. 


For  each  of  the  following,  select  the  best  answer.  Circle  the  letter  of  your  choice. 
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6.  What  is  the  term  used  to  describe  the  problem  that  results  when  the  price  of  goods  and 
services  rises  rapidly? 

A.  inflation 

B.  instability 

C.  interest  rates 

D.  commodity  rates 

7.  From  a  nationalistic  point  of  view,  a  serious  cost  of  allowing  foreign  investment  to  further  a 
nation's  development  is  the  loss  of 

A.  sovereignty 

B.  economic  growth 

C.  military  security 

D.  international  co-operation 

8.  When  international  interest  rates  are  high,  the  most  negative  consequence  for  economically 
developing  countries  borrowing  money  for  industrial  development  is 

A.  a  lack  of  money  available  to  borrow 

B.  the  rising  cost  of  paying  for  the  loan 

C.  competition  from  other  countries  seeking  to  borrow 

D.  deflation  resulting  from  borrowing  at  high-interest  rates 

9.  Transnational  Corporation  X  builds  a  road  from  its  mine  in  the  interior  of  a  less  developed 
nation  to  a  port  on  the  nation's  coast.  Though  its  aim  was  to  decrease  transportation  costs, 
what  was  the  company  improving  within  the  nation? 

A.  GNP 

B.  trade  balance 

C.  infrastructure 

D.  political  stability 

10.  The  production  of  cash  crops  can  have  negative  economic  consequences  for  economically 
developing  countries  because  most  of  the  benefits  go  to 

A.  the  political  leaders 

B.  the  World  Bank 

C.  the  International  Monetary  Fund 

D.  landowners  and  transnational  corporations 
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©11.   An  American  transnational  corporation  builds  a  canning  factory  lor  locally  grown 
pineapples  in  the  capital  city  of  a  developing  country.  Pineapples  are  the  main  economic 
resource  of  this  tiny  country,  and  this  will  be  the  only  canning  laclory  in  the  counUA .  The 
factory  will,  therefore,  be  the  country's  main  employer. 

a.    Describe  three  positive  results  that  the  establishment  of  the  canning  factory  may 
provide  to  the  developing  country. 


b.    Describe  three  negative  consequences  that  the  establishment  of  the  canning  factory  may 
bring  to  the  developing  country. 


© 


12.  What  is  the  relationship  between  rising  interest  rates  and  the  foreign  debt  of  economically 
developing  nations? 
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^^2)  13.  List  and  explain  two  ways  that  economic  development  in  the  developing  world  benefits  the 

—  global  community. 


14.   Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  following  statement: 

The  reason  several  billion  people  in  the  world  are  malnourished  has  more  to  do  with 
economics  than  agriculture. 
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Final  Module  Assignment 


Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

Economic  and  industrial  development  has  spread  throughout  the  world.  This  has  helped  lo  create 
close  economic  ties.  Not  all  people,  however,  see  this  development  and  interdependence  in  the 
same  way. 

In  this  assignment,  you  will  construct  five  arguments  or  debates  between  two  people.  They  will 
be  discussing  a  variety  of  development  issues  and  will  be  presenting  opposing  viewpoints.  Read 
the  example  that  follows. 


Topic:  Transnationals 

Speaker  A:  Transnationals  are  a  great  benefit  to  developing  nations.  They 
bring  in  much-needed  investment  capital,  and  they  provide 
jobs. 

Speaker  B:  Transnationals  are  only  out  to  help  themselves.  They  pay  low 
wages  and  sap  the  country  of  its  resources.  Then  they  take  their 
profits  home.  The  developing  country  gets  few  benefits. 


Speaker  A  takes  a  position  that  supports  the  topic.  Speaker  B  takes  the  opposite  position.  They 
both  explain  their  positions  in  two  or  three  sentences.  Make  sure  that  their  positions  are  clear 
and  reflect  a  knowledge  of  what  you  studied  in  this  module. 

Speaker  A  should  represent  positions  in  favour  of  development  and  expansion.  Speaker  B  is 
either  against  development  and  expansion  or  is  in  favour  as  long  as  certain  conditions  are  met. 

Remember  to  limit  your  arguments  to  two  or  three  sentences  for  each  speaker. 
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I .   Third  World  Debt  Repayment 

Speaker  A:  


Speaker  B: 
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2.   Results  of  Development  in  Brazil 
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3.   Results  of  Development  in  India 
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4.   Cash  Crops 

Speaker  A:  ^  


Speaker  B: 
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5.   Global  Interdependence 

Speaker  A:  


Speaker  B: 
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